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The Story of FORT LEONARD WOOD 


FORT LEONARD WOOD, covers 71,000 acres of the 
Mark Twain National Forest in the Missouri Ozarks, 
southwest of St. Louis. Activated in 1940, the Fort was 
named in honor of Major General Leonard Wood who 
won the Medal of Honor for action in the campaign 


against the Apache Indian Chieftain, Geronimo. 
Only a handful of officials were on hand December 
1940 to witness the ground breaking ceremonies. On 


that day, an unknown soldier of a huge construction 


Army turned the first shovelfull of dirt for the con- 


struction of the nation’s largest engineer training center, 
a post that has trained thousands of fighting men. 

The mud was terrific—so bad as to give the budding 
camp nationwide publicity. But the excavators and the 
wielders of hammer, trowel and saw surged on in their 
work. Almost all workers lived off the post. In spite of 
all the difficulties the work proceeded at a furious pace 
and was virtually completed the middle of May. 

With the completion of the $40,000,000 fort and the 
22 mile railroad leading to it, trainees began coming in 


full speed. 


From the early part of 1941 until the post closed in 
1946, Fort Leonard Wood trained some 300,000 fight- 
ing men. Such famous divisions as the 6th, 8th, 75th. 


97th, and the 70th trained here during World War II. 


During the years the fort lay dormant, only a handful 


of groundkeepers were on the premises. 


The business of activating an Army post started all 
over again for Fort Leonard Wood in 1950, shortly after 


the American troops began fighting in Korea. 


This time, Fort Leonard Wood supported the 6th 
Armored Division engaged in replacement training rath- 


er than a procession of divisions being trained for combat. 


On 16 March 1956 the 6th Armored Division was 


inactivated and replaced with the United States Army 
Training Center, Engineer. The Secretary of the Army 
signed the order 21 March 1956 making Fort Leonard 


Wood a permanent installation. 


The essence of Fort Leonard Wood is best described 
by the word “training.” The fort gives recruit basic 
training, common and engineer specialist training and 


combat engineer training. 


Among the specialized types of training soldiers can 
get at the fort are construction; machinery and earth 
moving equipment operation and maintenance; struc- 
tural steel and sheet metal working; plumbing; carpen- 


try; electrical installation and many other specialties. 
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Thomas Heber Lipscomb was born in Lexington, Mississippi, 
on December 11, 1912. He graduated from West Point (Missis- 
sippi) High School and attended Mississippi A and M College 
one year before receiving an appointment to the United States 
Military Academy where he graduated in 1934. Prior to World 
War II, his assignments included duties with the New Orleans 
Engineer District; troop duty with the 3d Infantry Division; 
and the staff and faculty of the U. S. Army Engineer School. In 
1938, he received his Master of Science degree in Engineering 
from Cornell University. He is a graduate of the Engineer 
School; Command and General Staff College; the Air War Col- 
lege; and the National War College. 

During World War II, he was Engineer Combat Battalion 
Commander and later G3 of the 86th Infantry Division in 1942 
and 1943. In 1944, he went to the European Theater as Com- 
mander of the 1131st Engineer Combat Group and served with 
the XXII and XXI Corps in England and Germany. He was 
assigned in 1945 to the Army Ground Forces, where he assisted 
in supervising the demobilization of forces and the reorganiza- 
tion of the Army. 

In 1947, he commanded the 937th Aviation Engineer Group 
in an expedition to Greenland, Labrador, and Baffin Island to 
re-establish the United States Air Forces World War II foothold 
in the Arctic. 

General Lipscomb was next assigned to the Joint Military 
Mission for Aid to Turkey. He established an Engineer School 


Major General 
T. H. Lipscomb 
Commanding General 


for the Turkish Army, and supervised the reorganization, re- 
equipping, and training of the Turkish Corps of Engineers. In 
1950, he became the District Engineer of the Portland Engi- 
neer District. 

In 1954, General Lipscomb was assigned to the Office of the 
Chief of Engineers, as Chief of the Plans Division. In 1958, he 
became Engineer of the Eighth United States Army and United 
States Forces Korea, and served as a member of the United 
Nations Military Armistice Commission. For his direction in 
flood rescue operations, which saved hundreds of lives, he was 
awarded the Ulchi Medal with Silver Star by the Republic of 
Korea. In 1959, he became Division Engineer, North Atlantic 
Division, New York, where he supervised military and civil con- 
struction in the North Atlantic states, the Azores, Iceland, Green- 
land, and Northeastern Canada. In 1962, he was assigned as 
Deputy Commanding General for Materiel Requirements of the 
Combat Developments Command, Department of the Army. 

His decorations include the Legion of Merit, Army Commen- 
dation Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters, and the Ulchi Medal 
(Korea) with Silver Star. 

He is a member of the American Society of Civil Engineers, 
and is a registered professional engineer. General Lipscomb is 
married to the former Louise Heiss and has three children. 

In September 1965, General Lipscomb was assigned as Com- 
manding General of the US Army Training Center and Fort 
Leonard Wood, Missouri. 
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Fred W. Collins was born in Baxley, Georgia on 15 April 
1916. He graduated from the University of Georgia with a 
Bachelor of Science Degree in 1938. He was commissioned as 
Second Lieutenant in the United States Army Reserve on 
18 July 1938, after his graduation from college. He began his 
active military career in July 1939 when he was ordered to 
active duty with the 8th Infantry Regiment at Fort Screven, 
Georgia. In the summer of 1940 he was transferred with the 
8th Infantry Regiment from Fort Screven to Fort Benning, and 
later to Fort Gordon and Fort Dix. He sailed overseas with the 
8th Infantry Regiment in January 1944. 

At the time of the Normandy Invasion, World War II, he 
was Executive Officer of the 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry Regi- 
ment and landed with the assault forces on “D Day” at Utah 
Beach. On 5 August he assumed command of the 3d Battalion, 
8th Infantry and participated in the Normandy, Northern 
France, Rhineland, and Ardennes Campaigns. 

In September of 1945 General Collins was transferred from 
the 8th Infantry Regiment to the War Department General 
Staff. In June of 1946 he was reassigned to the U. S. Forces 
Austria, and was assigned duty with the Allied Commission 
for Austria. 

In August, 1949, he returned to the United States to attend 
the Command and General Staff College at Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas. Upon graduation in July of 1950, he was transferred 
to the Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff, J-2 (Intelligence), 
Department of the Army, Washington, D. C. 

On 11 September 1953 he returned overseas to attend the 
United Kingdom’s Joint Service Staff College, located in 
Buckinghamshire, England. On 20 April 1954 he was reassigned 
to Headquarters, U. S. European Command at Camp Des Loges 
near Paris, France. He served with this Headquarters as a staff 


officer in the Policy Branch of the J-3 Division until 31 July 
1956, when he returned to the United States to attend the 
National War College. 

Upon graduation from the National War College in July of 
1957, General Collins was transferred to the 1st Infantry Divi- 
sion at Fort Riley, Kansas. Initially, he served as a Brigade 
Commander. On 15 January 1958 he assumed command of the 
1st Battle Group, 16th Infantry. 

In January 1959, General Collins was transferred from the 
1st Division to Korea where he was assigned to the 1st Cavalry 
Division and assumed command of the 1st Battle Group, Sth 
Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division. 

In March of 1960 he returned to the United States and was 
assigned to Headquarters, U. S. Continental Command, located 
at Fort Monroe, Virginia, where he served as Chief of the Plans 
and Operations Division. 

On 1 July 1963, he assumed duty as Chief, National Security 
Agency, Europe, and served in that capacity until March 1966. 

Effective 15 April, 1966, Brigadier General Fred W. Collins 
assumed the duties of Deputy Commanding General, USATC 
and Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri. 

His awards and decorations include the Distinguished Service 
Cross, the Silver Star, the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star 
Medal, the Army Commendation Medal (second Oak Leaf 
Cluster), the Purple Heart, the Distinguished Unit Citation, 
and the Croix de Guerre avec Etoile de Vermeil. His service 
medals include the American Defense Service Medal, the 
American Campaign Medal, the European, African, Middle 
East Campaign Medal, the World War II Victory Medal, and 
the Army Occupation Medal (Germany). His badges are the 
General Staff Identification Badge and the Combat Infantry 
Badge. 
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THERE ARE thirteen chapels and five chapel facilities on the 
post where services are conducted for Protestant, Jewish and 
Catholic personnel. 

The religious services at the chapels approximate those of 
civilian churches and synagogues and provide many opportunities 
for participation of military personnel and dependents on the 
post. In addition to services held for Protestant, Jewish and 
Catholic personnel, special Greek Orthodox, Lutheran, Episcopal, 
Christian Science and Latter Day Saints services are conducted. 
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COL William C. Beachler MAJ Eli E. Smith 


Brigade Commander Battalion Commander 


Donby A. Everhart CPT Charles K. Buls 2LT Richard S. Smith 
Battalion Sergeant Major Company Commander Training Officer 
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2LT Ruben G. Thompson Vincent Apodaca John Cali | 
Training Officer First Sergeant SDI 


Kenneth L. Hoxsey Robert F. Lee Ben Runyon | 
Platoon Sergeant Platoon Sergeant Platoon Sergeant 


Howard L. Arnold T. E. Szezeniak J. L. Stanley Robert Kleitz 
Platoon Sergeant Asst. Platoon Sergeant Asst. Platoon Sergeant Supply Sergeant 
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C. Johnson, Jr. 
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